
Reference 4 

4/24/2020 
 
Mr Patrick Sullivan, City Attorney 
City of Torrance 
3031 Torrance Blvd.  
Torrance, CA 90503 
 
Dear Mr Sullivan: 

On 7/1/2019, I wrote to you  about letters sent from the Community Development Department 
entitled "EARLY LEFT TURN VIOLATION."  Those letters cite Torrance Municipal Code Section 
51.2.3.e ("Aircraft taking off to the west shall not turn left until they have either reached the 
ocean or attained an altitude of fifteen hundred (1,500) feet.)" as the basis for the "violation" and 
that "future violations are subject to enforcement" (which, as I understand the Code, means 
banishment from the airport for three violations of the Code within three years). A number of 
pilots have received these "violation" letters over the past years.  

The General Counsel's office of the FAA recently responded to my request for his opinion on 
these "violations" and the validity of Section 51.2.3.e (attached).  That letter cites the mandate 
given exclusively to the FAA by Congress to regulate aircraft operations.  It states that state and 
local governments do not have that authority.  In his letter, the FAA Chief Counsel concluded 
that "Because the Torrance code provision applies to aircraft in flight, it is not consistent with the 
Federal statutory and regulatory framework.  Enforcement of this provision would be at odds 
with various court opinions."   

The City certainly faces some tremendous challenges in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic over 
the next months and is just recovering from the recent on-line cyber attack on your systems.  
The early left turn issue pales in comparison, but it is important to pilots, like me.  The FAA letter 
and the court decisions cited in it clearly show that TMC 51.2.3.e is preempted by Federal Law 
and is invalid.  There are no Federal Aviation Regulations barring turns after departure from 29L 
or 29R so there is nothing "illegal" about them.  

I ask that TMC be revised to reflect this preemption, that any sections that improperly attempt to 
regulate aircraft operations be repealed, and that any previous related "violations" recorded 
against pilots be expunged. 

 Respectfully, 
Jim Gates 
 
Attachment:  Letter from FAA Office of the General Counsel, dated 2/18/2020  



 

 



 
 

 


